2014 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE
REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

“KSMQ produces exceptional work
and finds interesting stories.”
- Christopher Atwood

KSMQ actively works to create a citizenry that is informed about the region, its
cultural assets and inter-connections. We tell the stories of our region in order to
honor the past, engage with the present, and inspire the future.

LOCAL
VALUE
KSMQ-TV is a valuable
part of the greater Mower
County region. When our
volunteers visit KSMQ to
stuff envelopes or answer
phones, they say they “feel
like they are among family.”
Our region is culturally
diverse, and viewers tell us
they value the variety of
content which flows from our
program streams. And
KSMQ’s new local program
“Off 90” is becoming well
known throughout the region
as a virtual gathering place
where our viewers meet up
with artisans and musicians
who also happen to be their
neighbors and friends.

2014 KEY
SERVICES

In 2014 KSMQ-TV partnered
with the Boys & Girls Club of
Rochester to tackle the
growing problem of student
bullying in area high
schools. The result was
Beyond the Bully, a onehour documentary featuring
nationally known child
behavior researcher Dr.
Sally Kuykendall. But the
real stars of the program
were the students
themselves, who shared
harrowing stories of being
bullied and of friends who
have attempted suicide due
to bullying. Area school
districts are using Beyond
the Bully as an educational
tool for their guidance
counselors.

LOCAL
IMPACT

Today, KSMQ serves
655,000 people from
Mankato to Rochester,
Faribault to Mason City,
Iowa, and every community
in between. We partner
contractually on
programming with Riverland
Community College and
Rochester Community and
Technical College. For
many years we have worked
on a project-by-project basis
on artistic initiatives with the
Paramount Theatre in
Austin, the Austin ArtWorks
Festival, the Mayo Civic
Center in Rochester, and
several other regional
entertainment venues.
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KSMQ is the only media entity in the area that has the capability of cutting across traditional
jurisdictional lines and mindset patterns to open a dialogue between and among the people living in
Albert Lea, Austin, Faribault, Mankato, Mason City, Rochester, Owatonna, Winona and surrounding
areas.
Working closely with our region’s educational institutions, businesses, government and community
agencies, KSMQ provides a forum for discussing and resolving issues in Southern Minnesota and
Northern Iowa. Additionally, KSMQ leverages the power of its medium to bring experts from all over
our region right to the living room, making the sharing of valuable information universally available to
everyone.
KSMQ's Off 90 documents the art, history and cultural heritage of our region in an accessible 30minute television format. Via the KSMQ Facebook page, viewers can interact with subjects of a
particular episode, or seek more information. From stained glass mosaics in Lanesboro, to civil war
heritage in Wasioja, and fresh new fashion in Mankato — Off 90 offers a glimpse into everything
that's exciting about our part of the state! The producers of this Emmy® award-winning program
have added extra value for KSMQ viewers by creating longer-form programs from some of their
topics, primarily music performances from regional artists. Artists have reported significant sales as
a result of their appearance on KSMQ, contributing to the creative economy.
Viewers of Farm Connections learn about the importance that agriculture has in our region. This
KSMQ-produced program, now in its sixth season, explores all aspects of the world of agriculture in
our region with host Dan Hoffman, who comes from a local farm family and has decades of
experience as an agricultural educator. Viewers learn about current issues, future trends, and our
agricultural heritage. Through a cooperative arrangement, a neighboring PBS television station,
Pioneer Public Television, in western Minnesota, also televises KSMQ TV’s Farm Connections. The
broadcast area of these two stations roughly encompasses the entire First District of the U.S. House
of Representatives in Minnesota. The primary underwriter of Farm Connections is the AgStar Fund
for Rural America.
We have entered into strategic partnerships with a number of organizations in the KSMQ TV
viewing area. These include Rochester Boys & Girls Club; Matchbox Children’s Theatre; Mississippi
National Wildlife Sanctuary; and Austin Commission for the Arts. These partnerships represent nonbroadcast cooperation with other non-profit organizations utilizing KSMQ TV’s staff skillsets to
benefit these outside entities. We anticipate additional similar partnerships in the coming year.
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In 2014 we continued production of our weekly public affairs program, On Q. Now in its third
season, the program highlights important regional issues of a timely nature. The producers of
On Q made a concerted effort to give voice to groups and organizations not normally featured
on traditional media outlets. KSMQ Public Television partnered with a community group, Austin
Vision2020, to showcase a different volunteer organization each week. The focus of these
discussions was the importance of citizen participation. Guests from every major city in KSMQ’s
viewing area were featured on the program at least once during the year.
During 2014 KSMQ Public Television expanded the reach of its Emmy® Award winning
documentary “The Typist” by partnering with the Austin Public Schools. The Ellis Middle School
history classes viewed the documentary and made it a part of their study unit about World War
II. KSMQ Public Television then worked with the teachers of those classes to create a study
guide for “The Typist” allowing other educators to take advantage of the information found in the
documentary.
Because of its track record of providing high quality video content, KSMQ Public Television was
approached to be the media producer for the first-ever TEDx Talk to be held in Austin,
Minnesota. TED Talks are videos that present a great idea in 18 minutes or less. They’re filmed
at flagship TED conferences, independent TEDx events, and other special TED programs. Their
goal is to share Ideas Worth Spreading — in fields like science, technology, business, culture,
art and design — around the world. KSMQ contributed equipment, staff and post-production
services crucial to the success of the event. Because of the feedback received from the 2014
event, KSMQ Public Television has again been asked to provide these services for the next
TEDx Talk in Austin. Partners of the event were the Austin Public Library, The Hormel Institute,
and the Austin Commission for the Arts.
KSMQ Public Television was the only media outlet in its viewing area to produce, moderate
and broadcast candidate roundtable discussions for every contested state legislative office in
its viewing area. The 2014 roundtable discussions were held at the KSMQ Public Television
studios. Additionally, KSMQ Public Television co-produced a statewide live television debate
featuring all three Minnesota gubernatorial candidates. Presented live from the Rochester
Civic Center, this was the first time in state history a gubernatorial debate was broadcast live
to a statewide audience.

® 2014 National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences
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STORIES OF IMPACT

2014 Live Gubernatorial Debate
KSMQ Public Television orchestrated a
statewide live television broadcast of a
gubernatorial debate—the first time a televised
candidate debate aired live on all six
independent public television stations in
Minnesota. The debate was held at the civic
center in Rochester. Local underwriters were
identified to cover KSMQ’s costs of production.

River Sojourn
River Sojourn took viewers deep into one of North
America's natural treasures, the Driftless Region
along the Upper Mississippi River Valley. Untouched
by glaciers, this region's bluffs, ravines and rivers
are home to flora and fauna unchanged since the
Ice Age. KSMQ followed artist Sara Lubinski -- also
an experienced botanist -- into the Driftless Region
to document this fragile environment through art and
scientific observation.

Hansen Family Concert
More than 400 people gathered at Riverland
Community College’s Frank W. Bridges Theatre to
honor one local family’s musical roots. KSMQ
Public Television produced the Hanson Family
and Friends Concert to honor the legacies of Olaf
“Fiddlin’ Ole” Hanson, a well-known musician and
instrument repairman who died in 2007, and his
wife, Maxine.
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Minnesota Playwrights
KSMQ serves its communities off the air as well. To
commemorate the 40th anniversary of Austin’s Matchbox
Children’s Theatre, KSMQ sponsored the visit of two
Minnesota playwrights who met with Matchbox child
actors and parents to learn what it’s like to write musicals
and plays for a living.

Reach in the Community:
Today, KSMQ serves more than 665,000 people from
Mankato to Rochester, Faribault and south to Mason
City, Iowa.

2014 Partnerships:
KSMQ has developed partnerships with many regional
organizations including Riverland Community College
Foundation, The Hormel Foundation, Austin Vision2020,
Rochester Community and Technical College, Austin
High School and the Boys & Girls Club of Rochester.

Impact and Community Feedback:
“KSMQ local programming because they either can’t
afford or choose not to subscribe to cable or satellite
service.” --Stephanie Passingham, Host/Producer

“Thank you KSMQ for
providing such an
amazing opportunity for
our teens to share their
experiences through
Beyond the Bully. The
youth later reflected,
individually, on their
experiences with
leadership and positive
role models. I am deeply
grateful for your
support.”
—Justin Lowndes, Impact
Coordinator for Character &
Leadership, Boys & Girls
Club of Rochester
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Evaluating Outcomes, Measuring Impact

"They do a
really fine job at
KSMQ!! Kudos."
— Cathy Wurzer,
MPR

“Thanks KSMQ for all of the hard work. Your
concert will be remembered forever by the family
and friends of Ole Hanson.”
— Wendy Larson, Austin violinist, KSMQ Family Concert

“How can I say thank you for the joy of
working with all of you? To the experience
of being around a brilliant and creative crew
and to bathe in your beautiful spirits! So,
thank you in a million ways. Truly, River
Sojourn will remain a highlight of my life.”
— Sara Lubinski, Botanist

“I think you do a wonderful service for
the viewing public.”
— Stanley M., Rochester Resident

An overflow gathering of over 100 attend a screening in
St. Peter hosted by KSMQ President & CEO Eric Olson.

KSMQ-TV enjoys the support of approximately 1,700 citizen members as well as many
community businesses and non-profit groups. We encourage dialog regarding our local
programming through regular meetings of KSMQ’s eight-member Regional Advisory Council.

